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10% June 2019

Dear Mr McBrien,
Thank you for your \etter and fora copy of the student magazine- 1am glad to know
that cxw'mmmcn\a jssues mean so much t©© the students and that they ar¢ trying 10 play
their part in helping 10 tackle some of the problems-
When 1 started making programmes, we were quite jgnorant of the jmpacts that human
activity Was having O the natural world. '\'hzmkfu\\y. we are now much wisers and 1

+ the younger genera\'\on will do petter than mine at Pro* ting the natural

Please thank the students for their efforts and dedication:

Wwith best wishes
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https://www.worldlandtrust.org/patrons/sir-david-attenborough/
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pgncourage them to buy a reusable coffee cup, or suggest it as blrthday or.

| t\«"

.“‘,

~ Christmas present.
F" [ %
AN,
f Fmally, ask yourself: do you think about where your waste goes? It’s all too
% e",) easy to turn a blind eye - but anything you do to minimise your own plastic

‘use is a step towards a healthier planet.



https://www.keaston.bham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/The-Plastic-Crisis.pdf

When | was a boy
the country seemed a lot bigger
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The Greenhouse Effect 10 TIPS FOR REDUCING

YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT

Energy from the sun warms Earth

Earth is about 60°F.

Some escapes
back into space

Some.is held by
greenhouse gases
in the atmosphere

1. Carpooling at least once
aweek.

2. Go one week without
using disposable cups given
to you at coffee shops.

3 Try turning (
off the lights in

an empty room at
home or in your
dorm.

4. instead of eating lunch
on campus try packing a
waste-free (meaning no
plastic) lunch .

6. Use only cold water to do
your laundry for one month.

7. Tiy skipping a trip to the
store and shop online.

8. Try reducing your
printing a little bit
each day and only

print what is abso-
lutely necessary.

9. Cutyour shower
time by two minutes
for one month.

Without the atmosphere it would be 0°F.

5. Unplug your computer
every night for one month if
you have a computer.

10. Reduce your botled
water consumption for
seven days.



https://www.keaston.bham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Atmospheric-Pollutants.pdf
https://www.keaston.bham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Greenhouse-Gases.pdf
https://www.keaston.bham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Carbon-Footprints.pdf
https://www.keaston.bham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Global-Climate-Change.pdf
https://www.keaston.bham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Acid-Rain.pdf
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- Back to the stdry...the training was coming on well but | had to brush up on my
* Mandarin, after all, Google Translate is blocked in China! Luckily, last year |

completed Ms Liu's Mandarin course in Enrichment. This opportunity provided
me with some key phrases and pronunciation tips when reading Pinyin.
Dropping in at lunchtimes | would learn how to order vegetarian food, greet
people, introduce myself and familiarise myself with everyday phrases that |
might encounter. Thanks to the generosity of Mr Parker, | was also given
permission to take four days off school to allow for travel and some pre-race
organised events. Unfortunately, | had to miss Speech Night as | was flying over
the Himalayas at the time.

The month came and went and before | knew it, we were on our way to
Shanghai. Upon arrival we were transferred to the train station where | met
other athletes from across the world - Taiwan, France, Portugal, Belgium,
Australia and beyond. A couple of interesting things | noticed were boiling
water taps are available everywhere as it is seen as unlucky to drink cold water.
Also, train stations operate much like airports in that you need a national
identity card or passport, your bags are scanned and the platform doesn't open
until the train has arrived.

After a well-deserved sleep we woke up to an interesting breakfast selection
including noodles (E%8), chicken feet (EE), pork trotters (¥&EE), seasoned
green beans and Chinese melon (R [E ). We were then treated to a tour of
the Wuyishan Mountains (E Z LL)which was incredible. A vast array of
waterfalls, mountains and pools combined to make this the most beautiful
place I've ever seen. In the afternoon some of us went for a trial skate along the
roads which was brilliant
experience, if slightly terrifying.
This outing gave us a chance to
get a feeling for the real China.




Then the day of the marathon came. | was the youngest person to participate in
the full marathon so | was determined to complete it in good time. Shortly after
the star the world champions quickly disappeared in front of me but for around
half the marathon was | able to stay with a small group of Chinese skaters. As |
crossed the half way line my ankles gave
way but | had no option but to pushi
through. For my final lap my coach, who¢
had just finished, took me around which
gave me the mental energy to push
through. | managed to complete the-
marathon in 1hr 40mins, a time which | am
happy with but will be looking to further (1
improve.

For our final day we had the chance to look around the amazing sights of
Shanghai which | had heard so much about in Geography classes. The Bund is
the famous area by the river which is characterised by the Opal Tower, HSBC
Tower and more. Along with this, we visited the best market in the world for
fake goods, the underground station of the science and technology park.
Surprisingly, one shop keeper knew about the University of Birmingham and
was reading Pride & Prejudice to enhance his job opportunities. | must admit |
was happy to be able to buy some western food at a Subway, this was a
welcome break from noodle and rice dishes.

Sadly, before it had all sunk in our visit was over. Special thanks go to the won-

derful Angelina S Wong, Mr Parker, Ms Liu, multiple Chinese government agen-
cies, my club, parents and others working behind the scenes.

If you are interested in having a go at speed skating check out
the website www.bwrsc.co.uk

a Aaron Smith
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Q: What is the
biggest moth in
the world?

A: A mammoth.
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My own improv group performs
regularly around Birmingham,

\
and helped found the Birming- \ o= //
ham Improv Festival, now ~— r /
entering its fourth successful
year. If you are interested in = I S
learning more, look out for the 7 \ \

workshop | usually run on the

basics of improv at the Festival of

Cultures each year, or see if you

can find some of the workshops

for beginners on offer around the city. Improv changed my life — even taking
me to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. Why not let it change yours?

a Dr McKee
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YOUR TRUE PIECE OF SWITZERLAND




The confederacy reached its current size in 1815 after invasion and liberation
from Napoleonic France and the current federal constitution came in to law in
1848 which reformed Switzerland into 22 unified cantons which all have their
own councils with their own representatives. Each canton is seen as equal and
this meant that legally none of the cities of Geneva, Ziirich or Bern are capital —
yes, Switzerland has no capital! Bern is widely used as the meeting of the
government thanks to its proximity to the French, German and Italian speaking
areas but was never signed into law as capital.

The linguistic peculiarities lie in the fact that “Swiss” only became a national
identity in the 18" century by which time there were German, French and
Italian cantons or dependencies within the confederacy. The cantons all
maintained their own customs and more importantly their own religion which
was a source of instability when Protestantism rose to prominence. Today
cantons and municipalities in Switzerland all have their own official language
whether it be French, spoken in the areas closest to the French border (called
Romandie or Welschland) or German in the majority of the central and east
portions of the country. Italian is spoken in the southern tip of the country and
Romansch is spoken in the Eastern portion of the country by a diminishing
number of Swiss people. Children are educated in this tongue preventing the
complete Germanisation of Switzerland.

There has been a long sense of division between the dominant Germans and
the French who are referred to as Welsch which has the same meaning as our
name for Wales — foreigner. Every citizen is expected to be fluent in a second
national language which as a consequence means that most Swiss people can
speak German or French. However despite their linguistic differences,
Switzerland has mainly achieved harmony between its 4 national languages
with each canton having its own official language — Graubunden on the border
with Austria is officially trilingual with German, Italian and Romansh sharing
equal footing. As a result all notes of money have all 4 languages printed on
them and coins use the Latin name of &

N
Switzerland: Confoederatio Helvetia ShIN




Romansh, the least spoken after Italian (8%) is spoken by 0.1% or approximately
100,000 people mostly living in Graubunden. The language is believed to be the
closest living language to ancient Latin yet over centuries has been victim to
Germanisation, however with the cantonal system, Romansh is taught as a first
language in various areas of the canton.

Switzerland is unusual as three of the largest European powers all have people
living in Switzerland who speak it’s language yet Switzerland was never divided
between them despite all of the former principalities of the HRE (except for
Lichtenstein and Luxembourg) being absorbed into a linguistic union like Italy or
Germany. The reason is the famous Swiss neutrality which was ratified in 1815
by world powers. Their independence was guaranteed and as such they have
been at peace since 1815, the longest period of peace for any country in the
world. They haven’t been invaded since.

This has also let Switzerland flourish as an economic powerhouse. With 50% of
the world’s watches made in Switzerland, it is the world’s nineteenth largest
economy. When compared to the UK at ninth, it further highlights the wealth in
Switzerland whose economy is rated at number one in competitiveness. A soft
drink will set you back £5 and a fast food meal £25. All of that in country with
fewer people than London.

Switzerland is incredibly diverse with only 64% of Swiss residents being citizens,
home to a large Portuguese minority. It’s the lowest percentage of home born
residents in Europe (UK 85%). The country is a model democracy, with each
canton having their own rights and referenda on a range of issues ranging from
EU membership to gun laws. Switzerland also has military conscription for 18yr
olds, and having 200,000 conscripts in the army at any time but the most
significant result of this is that they have more guns — most of which being
government issued — per head G hrarts o

than the United States yet they el

have one of the lowest homicide o Zirich

rates in the world, an example NESE L

some may want to follow.

Lucerne
eBern

®Fribourg
® Interlaken

e Lausanne

.
Geneva

Zermatt »

e Lugano
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1 million plastic bottles
are bought worldwide
every minute.
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Illustrated by i
Quentin Blake _, ~si\

Q: Why are recycle
bins so optimistic?

A: Because they are
full of cans.
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https://discord.gg/xzTFugw
https://discord.gg/ZCRUBqc
https://discord.gg/9bKtjt5
https://discord.gg/3Ycrqsh
https://discord.gg/QFGhFVD

The year 7 discord server is a way
of students to chat and talk with
each other without clogging up
the school email, Your phone
number is not required and it is a
simple sign up process, listed
below. It should not be used in
school and is supposed to be used
after or before school. Our aim is
get as much as year 7 to join as we
can to be able to start new servers

and branches of the discord server.

ﬂ-‘;‘» '
:: t:c % ”?zg‘.’:zi

Discordis a proprietary
freeware VolP application
and digital distribution
platform designed for video
gaming communities, that
specializesin text, image,
video and audio
communication between
users in a chat channel.
Discordruns on Windows,
macOS, Android, iOS, Linux,
and in web browsers. As of
May 2018, there are 130
million unique users of the
software.
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The server is
not official it
was made
by me:
Tanzeed
and Suhaan
for people
to chat after
school and
discuss
problems.
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- Having flown in a Grob 115E Tutor aircraft before, we would recommend the

experience to everyone. To begin training as a commercial or airline pilot you
need at least 5 GCSE’s and A-levels in Mathematics and Physics. From here,
there are various ways to begin your career that range from taking a university
degree in Aerospace to getting an apprenticeship at an airliner company. Fol-
lowing this, you must obtain a pilot’s licence through training which takes be-
tween two and four years, depending on what stage you are at. Alternatively,
you can become a pilot through joining the Royal Air Force. Whatever path you
take, the career as a pilot or any job working with aircraft is guaranteed to be
an interesting and enjoyable career.

If you are interested in working with aircraft why not consider joining the Air
Cadets? That way, you can hone your skills prior to taking one of the above op-
tions or before joining the Royal Air Force. The RAF Air Cadets gives you key in-
dividual skills and opportunities like no other organisation, from meeting im-
portant people, to flying in the back of a cargo plane or helicopter. If you are
looking to join the RAF, this is a key way to learn some of the information you
will need every day, when working in the RAF. Air Cadets also allows you to also
build on key skills that you will use, even if you don’t join up. Confidence and
leadership is something that the air cadets allow you to develop, and if you are
good enough, you may even be able to get promoted to a Cadet NCO.

Joe Barton

Dylan Sanghera
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.. —The Director’s Cut -




We convinced ourselves that two 13 year olds could pull off a stunt like this
and not even look fazed... so that’s what we did. In short, we’d turned an
empty room into a professional space with scripts, cameras and lighting
ready for the auditionees.

When everyone had performed their pieces, we conferred and after a
unanimous decision, we chose our cast, who then were given the rundown
of their shooting schedule.

This is when we finally got to the stage I'd imagined from the outset:
shooting a scene. It turns out that a one hour slot wouldn’t cut it for 16
actors (most of which were extras) for which | wanted to shoot my string of
opening scenes. For what felt like forever, the whole team behind the
clapperboard were setting up in the selected location. They were in charge
of lighting, camera angles, sound, and many other aspects of production |
didn’t even know existed.

When we finally got to the acting, | was constantly making and giving notes
to the actors and they were feeding back to me in turn. | really had to work
on maintaining positive relationships with people so | could get the best out
of them and so they enjoyed being a part of my concept.

All'in all, the experience has changed my view as a performer massively and
it’s highlighted something | may have taken for granted having only a stage
actor up until that point. My perspective has shifted in terms of creativity
and | have learned important lessons on how to manage professional time,
talk with important people, and do a pretty good job all at the same time. |
strongly recommend taking any opportunities that emerge like this.

Anddddd CUT!

ROLL SCENE TAKE

DIRECTOR
m CAMERA
a ‘ DATE
6‘ a Cameron Dews
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THE STAR.WARS SAGA CONTINUES




Wr McBrien: Storm Of The Century (1999, 15)

torm Of The Century is a Stephen King film about a man
/ho needs to save his town from a sinister stranger who is

'ncannily knowledgeable.
| With Timothy Daly and Colm Feore
STORM.THE

o A

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

Dr McKee: Ghostbusters (1984, 12A)

Ghostbusters is about a group of scientists who are paid to /
capture ghosts using advanced technology after losing their

jobs at a University.
With Dan Aykroyd and Bill Murray
GH%STBUSTERS

i\/\rs Devaney: The Little Mermaid (1989, U)

The Little Mermaid is a story about a mermaid longing to live
_on land after falling for a human prince but is forbidden to.

Mrs Moy: Casablanca (1942, U)

Casablanca is a romantic drama about a nightclub owner ='§
in Casablanca whose ex has asked to help her new husband ¢
escape from the Nazis by leaving the country. 5

With Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman

Zuben Adjei
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~—Diary of a Cruise




Sea Day - Christmas day

| headed directly to a workshop for the kids. This was led by ‘Santa’ and
involved all sorts of challenges, such as horse shoes and beanbag contests.
Those taking part could earn prizes such as water bottles, speakers, board
games and fun quizzes. When | realised that Santa was giving out free cameras
for teens | rushed and got one.

Lanzarote

We take the shuttle bus service to the town centre and then take the tour
round the Lanzarote volcanoes (did you know that Lanzarote are going through
drought and the only way they get water is by desalinating the water).
Lanzarote has a square mile of land and has an average population of around
100,000 people. We are shown volcanoes ash crops which was crops fertilized
by volcanic ash. We are then taken to the national park where we are shown
different blocked volcanoes and many wine houses as Lanzarote is noted for its

wine and cheese.
Las Palmas

After we disembark, we meet a taxi driver who would drive us round the
Northern side of the island. We were shown a statue of what another island
called the Gormeros had left once they took over the island and then returned
to theirs. The driver then took us to the national park where we got to take a
hike around the mountains and see some of the different habitats.

Tenerife

Once we reach the beach, | go for a swim around the lagoon and then decide to

pick on my brother by burying him in the sand, we then lie in the sun and when

we feel that it is starting to rain we go to a restaurant for some shelter and

food. Before leaving Tenerife, the ship made a Great British Sail Away where the

passengers show their pride in Britain by shaking flags around and singing the
songs from parts of Britain such as ‘500 miles’ and songs from
‘Ed Sheeran’.
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It’s thought that between 50 and
80 per cent of the oxygen we

breathe is produced by marine
plants.
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Countless governments have chosen not to act, or done something to help only
to have it reversed by later Parliament’s. That might be how politics works, but
the climate doesn't wait.

As for our aims, first and foremost we want Birmingham City Council to declare
a state of climate emergency, something that Julien Pritchard has drafted the
motion for and Labour Councillors have confirmed their support. We also want
to see the council focus on cycling infrastructure, cheaper public transport and
tighter building regulations. In Westminster, we need to see a National state of
Climate Emergency as put forward by Caroline Lucas and Clive Lewis as well as a
commitment by the Department of Education to further incorporate climate
change into the curriculum. As young people we also recognise the problems
in our schools. We need recycling bins, PSHE lessons, awareness days,
vegetarian food in our canteens,
empowered student councils and the
promotion of “greener” modes of
transport. If we don’t see this soon
then the further measures needed to
prevent uncontrollable climate change s
will not become active in time. i

That’s where we come in. So far we've
been on strike twice, and will be again
on April 12th. We believe that in the
midst of disruption, especially of things that we take for granted, CHANGE WILL
COME. By going on strike we’re making our voices heard, telling government
that we won’t settle for less, and informing the public of our cause. We hope
that you can support us now and in the future to bring about Climate Justice for
us all.

Us, our friends, family, children, lovers, school friends, colleagues deserve
Climate Action.

Thank you.

a Aaron Smith
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9 billion fewer plastic bags
have been used in the UK
due to the 5p charge.
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Brought to you by the letter G

www.keaston.bham.sch.uk


https://www.keaston.bham.sch.uk/

